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PEEC is a non-profit organization founded in 2000 

to connect people with nature. Los Alamos County 

hired PEEC in 2015 to operate the Los Alamos

Nature Center. PEEC’s Mission: Enriching people’s 

lives by strengthening their connections with our 

canyons, mesas, mountains, and skies.
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Los Alamos Nature Center is operated by the 

Pajarito Environmental Education Center
for Los Alamos County

2600 Canyon Road

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

505-662-0460, losalamosnature.org

Lavender (Lavandula x intermedia ‘Grosso’)

Water is a precious resource 
in our high-elevation desert. 
Given our challenging growing 
conditions, choosing plants 
adapted to our climate is the 
best way to grow a successful 
and water-wise garden. Native 
plants thrive without added 
care in local wild areas. They 
add color to your garden and 
are the preferred food sources 
of native pollinators. Once 
established, drought-tolerant 
plants survive on little water. 
While exploring our gardens, 
look for other water-saving 
measures including mulches 
and soil amendments, irrigated 
oasis zones, and drip irrigation.



Shrubs:
1.*	 Curl Leaf Mahogany (Cercocarpus ledifolius)
2.	 Golden Currant (Ribes cereum)
3.*	 Three Leaf Sumac (Rhus trilobata)

Grasses:
4.	 Indian Rice Grass (Achnatherum hymenoides
5.	 Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)

Perennials:
6.	 Antelope Sage (Eriogonum jamesii)
7.	 Bitterweed (Hymenoxys richardsonii)
8.	 Blue Flax (Linum lewisii)
9.	 Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa)
10.	 Cardinal Penstemon (Penstemon cardinalis)
11.	 Chocolate Flower (Berlandiera lyrata)
12.	 Dotted Gayfeather (Liatris punctata)
13.	 Firewheel (Gaillardia aristata)
14.	 Hooker’s Evening Primrose (Oenothera elata)
15.	 Indian Paint Brush (Castilleja integra)
16.	 James’s Penstemon (Penstemon jamesii)
17.	 Little Red Columbine (Aquilegia triternata)
18.	 Mexican Hat (Ratibida columnifera)
19.	 Missouri Evening Primrose (Oenothera 

macrocarpa)
20.	Nodding Onion (Allium cernuum)
21.	 Prairie Sagewort (Artemisia frigida)
22.	Purple Geranium (Geranium caespitosum)
23.	Perky Sue (Tetraneuris or Hymenoxsys 

argentea)
24.	Rocky Mountain Columbine (Aquilegia 

caerulea)
25.	Santa Fe Phlox (Phlox nana)
26.	Scarlet Bugler (Penstemon barbatus)
27.	 Showy Four O’Clock (Mirabilis multiflora)
28.	Spreading Fleabane (Erigeron divergens)
29.	Sun Drops (Calylophus hartwegii)
30.	Vining Four O’Clock (Mirabilis oxybaphoides)
31.	 Winter Fat (Krascheninnikovia lanata)
32.	Whipple’s  Penstemon (Penstemon 

whippleanus)

*Outside the raised bed, on the south side.

Pollinator Garden

Shrubs:
1.	 Burkwoods Broom (Cytisus scaroparius 

‘Burkwoodii’)
2.	 Creeping Sumac (Rhus trilobata ‘Autumn 

Amber’)
3.	 Giant Purple Sage (Salvia pachyphylla)
4.	 Hedge Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster lucidus  

‘Peking’)
5.	 Lavender Cotton (Santolina 

chamaecyparissus)
6.	 Shrubby Cinquefoil (Dasiphora fruticosa)
7.	 Spanish Broom (Cytisus purgans ‘Spanish 

Gold’) 

Perennials:
8.	 African Daisy (Osteospermum ‘Avalanche’)
9.	 Ava’s Hummingbird Mint (Agastache ‘Ava’)
10.	 Baby Tears Stonecrop (Sedum album 

chloroticum)
11.	 Bearded Iris (Iris germanica)
12.	 Daylily (Hemerocallis ‘Frans Hals’)
13.	 Daylily (Hemerocallis ‘Fooled Me’)
14.	 Golden Clematis (Clematis tangutica)
15.	 Ice Plant (Delosperma floribundum 

‘Starburst’)
16.	 Ice Plant (Delosperma ‘Fire Spinner’)
17.	 Lavender (Lavandula x intermedia ‘Grosso’)
18.	 Meadow Sage (Salvia nemorosa ‘May Night’)
19.	 Mexican Feather Grass (Nassella tenuissima)
20.	Mullein Southern Charm (Verbascum 

phoeniceum)
21.	 Red Hot Poker (Kniphofia ‘Starks’s Early 

Hybrid’)
22.	Rocky Mountain Penstemon (Penstemon 

strictus)
23.	Spreading Fleabane (Erigeron divergens)
24.	White Creeping Phlox (Phlox subulata)

Native/Wildflower Garden Water-wise Garden

Shrubs:
1.	 Blue Mist Spirea (Caryopteris clandonensis)
2.	 Butterfly Bush (Buddleia davidii ‘Nanho 

Blue’)
3.	 Fernbush (Chamaebatiaria millefolium)
4.	 Red Lake Currant (Ribes rubrum ‘Red Lake’)

Grasses:
5.	 Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)

Perennials:
6.	 Bee Balm or Mint-Leaf Bergamont (Monarda 

fistulosa var. menthifolia)
7.	 Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
8.	 Blue Sage	(Salvia sylvestris ‘Caradonna’)
9.	 Blue Hyssop (Hyssopus officinalis)
10.	 Coronado Hyssop (Agastache aurantiaca)
11.	 Creeping Oregon Grape (Mahonia repens)
12.	 Double Bubble Min (Agastache cana)
13.	 Firewheel (Gaillardia aristata)
14.	 Hairy Golden Aster (Heterotheca villosa)
15.	 Mexican Hat (Ratibida columnifera)
16.	 Pineleaf Penstemon (Penstemon pinifolius)
17.	 Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) 
18.	 Prairie Wine Cups (Callirhoe involucrata)  
19.	 Red Salvia (Salvia greggii ‘Furman’s Red’)
20. Sulfur Flower (Eriogonum umbellatum 

‘Kannah Creek’)
21. Threadleaf Coreopsis (Coreopsis verticillata 

‘Zagreb’)


